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General information only. Confirm site-specific equipment decisions, applicable requirements, and manufacturer 

instructions before purchase or use.

Industrial rope access equipment should be selected as part of a planned work system, not purchased 

as a collection of standalone climbing products. For operations, procurement, and HSE leaders, the 

practical starting point is the work scope: where people will work, how they will be supported, how 

the working and safety lines will be arranged, what conditions may affect the equipment, and how a 

prompt rescue will be carried out if needed.

That approach matters because rope access combines people, equipment, planning, inspection, and 

rescue. WorkSafeBC’s rope access requirements address the two-rope system, harnesses, ropes, 

anchors, ascent and descent devices, backup devices, headgear, inspection, environmental conditions, 

and rescue. IRATA similarly describes rope access as a managed system in which planning, compe

tence, management, and equipment work together. The equipment is essential, but it is only one part 

of the decision.

Key Takeaways

• Treat rope access as an integrated work-positioning and fall-protection system, rather than a 

set of individual climbing products.

• Start procurement with the job plan, site geometry, working conditions, access points, and 

rescue method.

• Build the core around body support, working and safety lines, connectors, anchors, adjustment 

or backup devices, retained headgear, and inspection or storage support.

• Confirm compatibility, intended use, inspection needs, and rescue requirements before assem

bling or changing a system.
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• Add task-specific items, such as edge protection, tool retention, hauling, or rescue equipment, 

only when the work scope establishes the need.

1 Start With the Work Plan, Not a Shopping List
The best first question is not “Which rope access product do we need?” It is “What work must be 

done, where, and under what conditions?” The answer affects every equipment decision that follows. 

A façade inspection, vessel maintenance task, wind-energy repair, or industrial cleaning scope may 

all involve access at height, yet their structure, anchor interfaces, edge conditions, weather exposure, 

tools, materials, and rescue challenges can differ substantially.

A practical pre-purchase discussion should document the work area, access and egress points, 

anchorage interfaces, environmental conditions, task, tools or materials, and any edge or restricted-

space needs. These are inputs to the work system, not shopping filters.

WorkSafeBC frames rope access around equipment used together, including harnesses, ropes, 

anchors, ascenders and descenders, and belay or backup devices. Its requirements also address the 

suitability of equipment for environmental conditions and the need for a rescue plan. In other words, 

site conditions and planned work are part of equipment selection, not details to be considered after 

an order is placed (WorkSafeBC, Part 34: Rope Access Regulation).

For procurement teams, request the approved system list or equipment schedule for the specific 

scope. It is the basis for quantities, component categories, inspection status, storage needs, and 

delivery timing, and helps avoid mixing equipment selected for different work methods.

2 Understand the Two-Rope Architecture
The two-rope system is the central organizing principle for industrial rope access. The research 

supporting this collection identifies a working line and a safety or backup line as core elements, along 

with body support, anchors or anchorage equipment, connectors, adjustment devices, and backup or 

guided fall-arrest devices. This is why a single fall-arrest item, harness, or rope should not be presented 

as a complete rope access solution.

A useful review maps every component to its function. Body support connects the worker to the 

system; the working line supports movement and positioning; the safety line is the backup path. 

Anchors, connectors, ascent or descent devices, and headgear also have defined roles in the planned 

arrangement.

This functional view exposes gaps before purchase. A harness and a descender do not, by themselves, 

define the working line, safety line, anchorage arrangement, backup approach, inspection status, or 

rescue method.

IRATA’s overview is useful here because it places equipment alongside planning, competence, and 

management, rather than treating gear as an isolated answer to work at height (IRATA, What Is Rope 

Access?). For an industrial employer, that means the planned system and the workers using it must 

remain at the centre of the purchase decision.

3 Procure Components as One Connected System
The Rope Access — Two-Rope System Components collection is organized as a starting point for 

planned industrial systems. Its core categories include harnesses; lanyards and lifelines; anchors and 

connectors; carabiners; descenders and fall arrestors; rope and rope grabs; head protection; and tool 

or rope bags. These categories can help a purchasing team translate an approved equipment schedule 

into an order, but they do not replace the system review.
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When reviewing a list, organize it by the role each item must play and ask the responsible rope-access 

team to confirm how the parts work together. For example, the collection may provide a product 

page for a 3M DBI SALA Protecta Safety First Fall-Arrest Harness as a body-support example, and 

a CMC Clutch™ by Harken Industrial™ Descender as an adjustment or descent-device example. The 

availability of either item does not establish that it is appropriate for a given rope access system.

The same caution applies to backup devices. A Petzl ASAP and a Petzl ASAP Lock are examples available 

in the collection; each should be assessed within the documented working and safety-line arrange

ment, not selected because a product name matches a category. Before any of these examples are 

specified, confirm their intended use, compatibility with the written system, inspection requirements, 

environmental fit, and the planned rescue method.

This is also where procurement can add value. Keep an equipment record that ties each order 

line to the approved system list, project or location, and required inspection or retirement process. 

Separate routine core components from conditional items. Rescue or retrieval systems, rope and edge 

protection, work seats, tool tethers, haul bags, buckets, and small-material lifting or rigging may be 

important to a particular scope, but the source research places them behind a task- and plan-based 

decision.

Avoid filling an order with recreational climbing, mountaineering, arborist, or caving gear merely 

because it appears similar. The research treats these items as hold products unless industrial compat

ibility has been reviewed, and gives the same caution for standalone fall-arrest products without a 

defined two-rope system, rescue method, and trained users.

4 Make Inspection, Storage, and Environment Part of the 
Scope

Rope access equipment needs a plan before it goes into service and after it comes out of service. 

WorkSafeBC includes inspection and environmental suitability in its rope access requirements. That is 

a practical reminder that condition, handling, and storage affect the reliability of the overall system, 

not just the appearance of individual products.

At the purchasing stage, identify who will receive the equipment, where it will be kept, how it will 

be transported, and who will manage inspection and retirement. This is especially useful when equip

ment moves between crews, sites, or contractors.

Ask directly about structure, edge contact, weather, moisture, contaminants, temperature, and nearby 

work. The answer may identify a need for rope or edge protection, specialized access or anchoring, 

task PPE, or another control—or show that an item should wait for exposure evaluation.

For operations leaders, the key is to set this expectation early: no equipment is released from stores 

solely because it is physically available. It must be associated with the planned system, current inspec

tion process, site conditions, and the people authorized to use it. That discipline supports consistent 

decisions across routine maintenance and one-off work.

5 Build Rescue Into the Purchasing Conversation
A rope access plan is incomplete if rescue is treated as an afterthought. The research for this collection 

identifies prompt rescue as part of the rope access framework, while the CCOHS rescue-plan guidance 

focuses on trained people and equipment appropriate to the worksite. Rescue equipment and the 

workers expected to use it must therefore be considered together.

Start with likely rescue scenarios: worker position, rescue-team access, raising or lowering routes, 

and site conditions that could complicate response. The objective is not a universal rescue kit, but a 

defined need for equipment that works with the planned access system and trained rescuers.
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CCOHS notes that a working-at-heights rescue plan should identify appropriate trained personnel and 

rescue equipment for the site (CCOHS, Working at Heights Rescue Plan). For procurement, that means 

a rescue purchase should be linked to the documented method, training, and site setup. Specialty 

rescue hardware should stay on hold until there is a defined scenario and a trained-rescuer compati

bility basis.

This approach also prevents a common procurement error: adding emergency equipment to an order 

because it appears prudent, without confirming who will use it, how it fits the system, or what situation 

it addresses. The safer purchasing decision is the one that reflects a clear, site-specific rescue method.

6 Frequently Asked Questions

6.1 What makes industrial rope access equipment different from ordinary 

climbing gear?
Industrial rope access is a planned work-positioning and fall-protection system with a two-rope archi

tecture, compatible components, inspection, trained users, and a rescue method. Equipment from 

another discipline is not a drop-in substitute without industrial compatibility review.

6.2 What should be included in a rope access procurement request?
Begin with the approved scope and system list. Core categories may include body support, working 

and safety lines, locking connectors, anchors or anchor interfaces, adjustment and backup devices, 

retained headgear, and inspection, storage, or transport support. Add conditional items—such as 

rescue equipment, rope or edge protection, positioning accessories, tool tethers, haul bags, or small-

material handling equipment—only when the task, site, and plan establish the need.

6.3 When should rescue equipment be added to the order?
Add rescue or retrieval equipment when a documented rescue scenario, method, and trained-rescuer 

basis identifies the requirement. CCOHS emphasizes a rescue plan that identifies trained personnel 

and worksite-appropriate equipment. A product purchase alone does not create a rescue capability 

(CCOHS, Working at Heights Rescue Plan).

7 Discuss Your Rope Access Requirements
If you are planning an industrial rope access scope, Total Group can help you organize the equipment 

conversation around the work plan, core component categories, inspection and storage needs, and 

rescue considerations. Bring your approved scope, system list, site conditions, and delivery require

ments to the discussion so the right questions are addressed before equipment is selected.

8 References
• WorkSafeBC — Part 34: Rope Access Regulation

• IRATA — What Is Rope Access?

• CCOHS — Working at Heights Rescue Plan
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