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General information only. Confirm site-specific equipment decisions, applicable requirements, and manufacturer 

instructions before purchase or use.

Tree-care equipment selection starts with the work, not a generic kit. For a typical ground-and-canopy 

operation, leaders should establish a dependable core for head, eye and face, hearing, hand, foot and 

site-visibility needs, then add chainsaw leg protection for saw operators and first-aid and worksite-

control supplies. Climbing, rigging, aerial, electrical-line-clearance and elevated-rescue equipment 

should be selected only after the work method, site conditions and job plan are understood.

That distinction matters. Tree work can shift quickly between a residential roadside, a utility corridor, 

a park and a remote lot. OSHA groups tree-care information around falling objects, falls, aerial plat

forms, PPE, electrical hazards and work zones, while NIOSH identifies falls and electrocution as leading 

hazards in tree trimming. A useful procurement process therefore gives crews a reliable starting point 

without assuming every task needs the same equipment (OSHA Tree Care Standards; NIOSH Tree 

Trimming).

Key Takeaways

• Start with a recurring tree-work core: head, eye/face, hearing, hand, foot and visibility cate

gories, plus worksite controls and first-aid support.

• Treat chainsaw leg protection as a saw-operator need, rather than a default for every worker 

on site.

• Select climbing, rigging, aerial, electrical and rescue equipment as part of a defined work 

system, not as stand-alone additions.
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• Confirm fit, intended use, condition, compatibility, training and the job plan before assigning 

any product to a crew.

1 Build a dependable core before adding specialist equipment
A practical purchasing program begins by separating frequent needs from task-specific needs. The 

core for arborists and tree-care crews commonly includes tree-work head protection, eye or face 

protection, hearing protection, general hand protection, protective footwear with traction appropriate 

to the ground conditions, and high-visibility or site-visibility apparel. First-aid supplies and equipment 

used to mark or control the work area belong in that same planning conversation.

This is not a fixed uniform. It is a way to prevent routine needs from being overlooked while keeping 

the selection process manageable. WorkSafeNB’s tree-removal and arboriculture guidance identifies 

head, eye/face, hearing, hand, foot, high-visibility, chainsaw-leg, slope and electrical-line-proximity 

considerations. That range is a useful reminder that the work environment shapes the final equipment 

list (WorkSafeNB Tree Removal and Arboriculture).

For procurement teams, it helps to define each core category in the language of the job: who is on 

the ground, who may be exposed to falling material, where equipment and vehicles will move, and 

how crews will communicate at the site. That approach is more useful than buying a large assortment 

without connecting it to roles and foreseeable tasks.

The Arborists & Tree Care — Ground & Canopy Work Core collection is a starting point for reviewing 

these categories. It should support, not replace, the employer’s hazard assessment, work procedures, 

worker training, inspections and emergency arrangements.

2 Match the selection to the work method and the work zone
The same crew may face very different conditions across a week. A ground-pruning task in a controlled 

yard is not the same as removing a damaged limb above a sidewalk or working near road traffic. 

Before equipment is issued or replenished, identify the work method, the drop zone, the location of 

workers and the public, vehicle movement, terrain, weather exposure and nearby overhead hazards. 

Then decide which categories need to be added or changed.

The work zone deserves equal attention. Warning devices, barricades and pedestrian or traffic controls 

can help communicate the boundary of a tree-work operation where the site calls for them. They do 

not substitute for a work plan or active control of the area. OSHA’s tree-care materials include work-

zone topics alongside other tree-care hazards, which supports making site control part of pre-job 

planning rather than an afterthought (OSHA Tree Care Standards).

This task-first method also improves purchasing accuracy. Instead of treating visibility apparel as a 

blanket answer, a buyer can ask where workers need to be seen, by whom, and in what light or 

traffic conditions. Instead of treating footwear as a simple size order, the buyer can consider surface 

conditions, traction needs and the worker’s role. The product decision remains specific to the job and 

the organization’s requirements.

Use a short pre-purchase checklist: task, workers, site layout, equipment in use, proximity hazards, 

likely changes during the shift, inspection needs and emergency response. Keeping that record with 

the job plan makes it easier to explain why a category was chosen and why another one was not.

3 Treat chainsaw operations as a distinct equipment decision
Chainsaw work should trigger a separate review because the operator’s exposure differs from that 

of a ground worker managing the site or a crew member handling debris. The research supports 

chainsaw leg protection for chainsaw operators as part of the primary tree-work assortment. It also 
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keeps chainsaws, pole saws, brush saws and their fueling, maintenance and inspection accessories in 

a conditional group, because the work method and task still matter.

The practical question is not simply whether a saw will be on site. It is who will operate it, whether the 

work is on the ground or aloft, what training and procedures apply, what other workers may be in the 

area, and what inspection and maintenance steps are planned. PPE is only one part of that decision. 

It does not establish safe cutting methods, control the work area or remove overhead and electrical 

hazards.

As a product example, the collection includes Stein Defender Chainsaw Protection Work Boots. Its 

presence is an example of a category review, not a statement that it is suitable for a particular crew, saw 

task or site. Confirm the product information, fit, intended use and condition against the employer’s 

requirements before selection.

The same discipline applies to head, eye/face and hearing categories around powered saw work. 

WorkSafeNB’s guidance places these considerations within the wider tree-removal context; the spe

cific combination still needs to match the task and the worker’s exposure (WorkSafeNB Tree Removal 

and Arboriculture).

4 Keep climbing, rigging and aerial equipment inside a de­
fined system

Climbing, work positioning, rigging and lowering equipment can be central to a tree-care job, but 

they are not an add-on to a basic PPE order. Their selection depends on the work method, trained 

workers, equipment condition, inspection process, compatible components, anchor or attachment 

arrangement and rescue plan. The same is true when aerial-lift or other elevated-work equipment is 

being considered.

This is where procurement should pause and ask for the job documentation before placing an order. 

The question is not whether an item is used in tree work. The question is whether it fits the planned 

system and the people who will use it. OSHA places falls and aerial-platform topics in its tree-care 

standards materials, and NIOSH highlights falls among leading tree-trimming hazards (OSHA Tree 

Care Standards; NIOSH Tree Trimming).

For example, a Stein Cambo Foot Anchor Strap for SRT and a Stein Invert-a-Wrap Compact, Lightweight 

Friction Cylinder appear in the collection as examples of tree-care equipment. They should not be 

treated as a complete system or as interchangeable components. Confirm intended use, compatibility, 

inspection requirements, worker competence and the written work and rescue plan before any 

product is specified.

This system view protects both the buyer and the crew. It reduces the risk of building a shopping list 

around labels alone while missing the operating conditions that make life-safety equipment appro

priate for a particular job.

5 Use line proximity and rescue planning as escalation trig­
gers

Electrical-line proximity is a clear reason to move from a core assortment to a specific planning review. 

WorkSafeNB identifies electrical-line-proximity considerations for tree removal and arboriculture, and 

OSHA includes electrical hazards in its tree-care standards materials (WorkSafeNB Tree Removal and 

Arboriculture; OSHA Tree Care Standards). That does not mean every tree-care crew needs electrical 

protective equipment. It means the site and work scope must be assessed before work begins near 

lines.
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Where line-clearance work, aerial work, climbing or complex lowering may be involved, identify the 

responsible role, the work method, boundaries, communications, escalation path and rescue arrange

ments. Avoid treating specialized electrical, fall-arrest or rescue equipment as a default bundle. 

The research holds electrical arc-flash and live-line systems, confined-space equipment, supplied-air 

equipment and heavy industrial fall-arrest or rope-access gear out of the default tree-care assortment 

unless a defined exposure and plan establish the need.

Head protection is also part of the broader planning picture. One collection example is the Petzl Vertex 

Best Head Protection Helmet. This is an example for review, not a universal recommendation. Confirm 

its product documentation, fit, retention needs, accessories, compatibility and the organization’s work 

requirements before it is assigned.

For HSE leaders, the practical outcome is simple: buy core categories for common work, but escalate 

early whenever the job changes the consequence, the method or the rescue need. That discipline is 

more defensible than trying to solve every possible tree-care scenario with a single list.

6 Frequently Asked Questions

6.1 What PPE categories are a practical starting point for tree-care crews?
A starting point is tree-work head protection, eye/face protection, hearing protection, general hand 

protection, traction-appropriate footwear and visibility apparel, with first-aid and worksite-control 

supplies considered for the site. The final selection depends on the task, conditions and the employer’s 

assessment. WorkSafeNB’s arboriculture guidance identifies these categories among the considera

tions for tree removal work (WorkSafeNB Tree Removal and Arboriculture).

6.2 Does every tree-care job need climbing or rescue equipment?
No. Climbing, work-positioning, rigging, aerial and elevated-rescue equipment are conditional cate

gories. Their need depends on the chosen work method, site, task, trained workers, equipment 

condition and rescue planning. Falls are a recognized tree-trimming hazard, so the decision should 

be made in the job plan rather than assumed from the industry label (NIOSH Tree Trimming).

6.3 How should a crew approach work near electrical lines?
Treat it as a planning trigger. Define the task, location, work method, responsible personnel and 

boundaries, then confirm the controls and equipment requirements that apply to that job. Electrical-

line proximity is specifically identified as a tree-work consideration by WorkSafeNB, and OSHA includes 

electrical hazards in its tree-care resources (WorkSafeNB Tree Removal and Arboriculture; OSHA Tree 

Care Standards).

7 Discuss your tree-care requirements with Total Group
Total Group can help procurement and HSE teams organize a practical starting assortment around 

the work their crews actually perform. Bring the task description, operating environment, current 

procedures and any product specifications to the conversation. We can help you review relevant 

categories and product examples while your organization confirms fit, intended use, compatibility, 

training, inspection and work-plan requirements.

8 References
• OSHA — Tree Care Standards

• NIOSH — Tree Trimming

• WorkSafeNB — Tree Removal and Arboriculture
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